knee (Lidwell et al. 1982(Lidwell et al. , 1983 
It seems clear that each of the three adjuncts alone reduces the rate of deep infection significantly so that, in any statistical study, the third factor can have only a small effect. Moreover, to measure this effect with precision would require a further trial of massive proportions (probably over 10 000 cases) followed for several years, during which time any fresh advances would need to be prohibited! It has often been suggested that the ectopic ossification in paraplegics is related to immobilisation and to passive movements but experimental studies on rabbits do not support this (Izumi 1983 
